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Did you hear about the identical twin who met his long-lost brother. He was beside
himself. The two twins we will meet today were definitely NOT identical. As a
preschooler once called them, Jacob and seesaw. And that’s not far off. To meet them,
please open your Bibles today to Genesis

25.

Two weeks ago we returned to Abraham and noticed how his method of finding a
wife for his son Isaac was a direct foreshadowing of the Holy Spirit’s work in securing
the church for Jesus Christ. Today we return to this story for the next act in God’s
redemption drama. In Genesis 25, we read about Abraham’s death at the age of 175 and
his son buries him with Sarah there in the cave of Machpelah that we looked at two
weeks ago. This chapter also gives us the names of Abraham’s many descendants through
Hagar and Ishmael as well as through Keturah and her sons. But none of these are the
child of promise. None of these are the heir through which all nations will be blessed.
That 1s Isaac and we pick up his story in Gen 25:19. If you are able please stand. 19 This
is the account of Abraham's son Isaac. Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac
was forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from
Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of
his wife, because she was barren. The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah
became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, "Why is this
happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 The Lord said to her, "Two
nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people
will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger." 24 When the time
came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 25 The first to come out
was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. 26 After
this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob.
Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.

Barrenness plagued many Biblical couples but when Isaac prayed after 20 years of
infertility, God opened Rebekah’s womb and she became pregnant with twins. It was a
difficult pregnancy with rambunctious babies jostling back and forth and since they
didn’t have sonograms she asked God about it. And He told her what was going on.
These weren’t just two boys, they would grow into two nations that would separate from
each other. The Amplified Bible says, “the separation of two peoples has begun in your
body.” She had no idea the pain this would cause her and Jacob, but God assured her that
the older would serve the
younger.



In time, about 2000 BC, the twins were born and as I said, they were not identical.
The first had so much hair all over his body, they named him Hairy- which is what Esau
means. The footnote says he was also called Edom which means red, either from red hair
or his complexion. The Bible doesn’t say exactly. But Esau was the oldest and his
younger brother is born holding onto his heel. So they name him Jacob. Say
Jacob. Jacob means, he grasps the heel but it was slang for deceiver. Be careful what you
name your children. They often grow into those names for good or ill and Jacob certainly
would live down to this name.

Vs 27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open
country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents.” Esau was a man’s man-
a hunter! He was an outdoorsman. He had a Cabela’s card. He didn’t mind getting his
hands dirty and working hard. Jacob on the other hand was just the opposite. He was a
momma’s boy. He liked to stay inside and watch Hallmark, to help in the kitchen, and
has a TJ Maxx Card. Say NOT identical. They were as different as night and day. As fire
and gasoline.

Vs 28 “Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved
Jacob.” Say uh oh. Dad and mom each had their favorite and it was obvious. Dad liked
Esau, mom liked Jacob. One of the things I’ve very thankful for is that our parents
worked really hard not to show favoritism among us 4 kids. I’'m sure I was their favorite,
but they never made it obvious. Parental favoritism poisons relationships between
children and pours gasoline on sibling rivalry. Do all you can to treat and love all your
children equally. Susanna Wesley, who had 10 children live to adulthood was asked
which child she loved the most. She said the one who is sick until he’s well, etc. Some of
you know the pain of your own parents doting on your brother or sister. Don’t repeat it.
The division and separation God prophesied when they were yet unborn was about to
supersize.

Vs 29 “Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open
country, famished. 30 He said to Jacob, "Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm
famished!" (That is why he was also called Edom.)” Esau had been out for a while,
perhaps without eating. Perhaps he had been chasing the big buck on his game cam. And
when he comes in, he’s as hungry as a grizzly fresh out of days hibernation. The KJV
says he was faint. And he smells dinner. Jacob has some brisket on the grill and boy does
it smell good. Say yum. Actually, it was lentil stew, but you get the idea. Give me some
of that! He says. Now! I can’t wait! I’m starving to DEATH! I’m going to
die!

“Not so fast,” the deceiver says. Vs 31 Jacob replied, "First sell me your
birthright." 32 "Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?"
33 But Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright



to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank,
and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.” Allen mentioned this last week.
Say birthright. What was a birthright? It was the right of the oldest son to carry on his
father’s name as the principal heir. He would get 2/3rds of his family’s estate and Jacob
would get 1/3". But Esau’s birthright also carried with it the promises of Abraham from
Genesis 12 that they surely knew about. How God would bless all nations through him,
make him into a great nation, and bless those who blessed him, etc. But because he was
hungry, Esau dismissed all of that. He despised his birthright. Say despised. Not that he
hated it, but that he didn’t value it enough to protect it. He let his growling stomach get
the better of him and he did the dumbest thing he could possibly do. He traded his
birthright, the privilege of being an ancestor of the Messiah for a bowl of bean soup. Say
stupid. Jacob says, “Sign here, initial here” Done! Help yourself to the soup. An eternal
transaction.

Be careful when you are HALT. Hungry, angry, lonely, or tired. We’re likely to
make some really dumb decisions that can have lifelong and even eternal consequences.
Now we’re not excusing Jacob for taking advantage of his brother, but Esau agreed to the
dumbest decision ever. Phil 3:19 warns against letting our stomachs become our gods.
Our appetites. We have appetites for lots of things besides food; sex, pleasure,
recognition, etc. Be careful when you’re hungry. Of course anger is always a danger. Be
angry and sin not, Esau has a problem with that too, we’ll see later. Loneliness has also
influenced many to make horrible decisions. “I’ll never get married, I’ll never have a
friend, nobody likes me.” And so we compromise and put ourselves into horrible
situations. And Say tired. I’ve learned how vulnerable I am when I’m tired. In Charlie
Kirk’s book, Stop in the name of God, he talks about scientific evidence that shows how
lack of sleep and lack of rest wreak havoc on our bodies physically and emotionally
setting us up for disaster. Sometimes we can’t help it, but often we can! Esau was hungry
and tired so he had two strikes against him already. He should have halted. He should
have learned from the deer he hunted. Most deer are killed when they’re going for food,
hungry for love in the rut, fighting with other bucks, or tired and bedding.

So he eats. And after He got his belly full, he got up and walked off like nothing
ever happened. His birthright meant nothing to him. Friend, if you’re saved, you are a
child of God! Does that mean anything to you? Don’t trade that, don’t tarnish that with a
bowl of beans, a night of passion, a drunken stupor, or an angry outburst. Remember
whose you are! Cherish your birthright as a child of God! I’'m sure as time went by,
Jacob’s deceitfulness dawned on Esau and I can imagine how he started to reject what he
did and to resent Jacob for taking advantage of him. But there was no going back. He had
accepted all terms and conditions. Don’t trade God’s blessings and favor in a moment of
weakness. Recognize the value of the birthright you have as God’s child and live into it!

Now there’s a bit of an interlude in this story in Chapter 26 as Isaac goes down to
Egypt and lies about his wife just like his father did about his wife. In time, however, he



grows in wealth and power and builds his own altar of worship to the Lord. We also read
about how he and others quarrel over water just like today, although for livestock, not
data centers. The last two verses of Gen 26 tell us more about Esau, “34 When Esau was
forty years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath
daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.” Say
grief. Esau married two Hittites! Idol worshippers! And it broke his parents’ hearts. In-
law problems on top of the drama they already have. Esau is on a steady downbhill seesaw
away from God. Away from his family. Away from good, godly influences. Perhaps
loneliness led him into these destructive relationships.

Meanwhile Jacob is still unmarried, and in Chapter 27, we read of a great split in
Isaac and Rebekah’s family. The seeds of favoritism they planted have grown into
enmity. Let’s pick up the story in Gen 27:1, “When Isaac was old and his eyes were so
weak that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his older son and said to him, "My
son." "Here I am," he answered. 2 Isaac said, "I am now an old man and don't know the
day of my death. 3 Now then, get your weapons — your quiver and bow — and go out to
the open country to hunt some wild game for me. 4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food I
like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die."

Isaac is 137 and thinks he’s going to die. I think he may have a serious sickness
because Esau thinks he’s going to die soon also. He’s actually going to live another 43
years but he doesn’t know that. His twins are now 77 and still aren’t getting along. Say
blessing. The blessing was different from the birthright. Esau had already forfeited that.
But he could still get a blessing from dad. While birthrights involved passing on property
and wealth, blessings were about future wealth and posterity. The blessing included
leadership of the family clan and leading family functions like burials, worship, feasts,
etc. He would become the family priest. So Esau goes out to hunt. Perhaps gazelle, oryx,
deer, or even a lion or leopard. It must have been archery season for he took his quiver
and bow and out he goes.

But Mommy is eavesdropping. And who is her favorite twin? Jacob! She calls him
in and tells him what’s up and says in vs 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I
tell you: 9 Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare
some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it to your father to
eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he dies." She is intentionally working to
undermine her own husband. How despicable. How evil. She will pay a heavy price for
this. Vs 11 “Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "But my brother Esau is a hairy man, and
I'm a man with smooth skin. 12 What if my father touches me? I would appear to be
tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing." 13 His
mother said to him, "My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them
for me."



Don’t worry, I’ll take care of it! Let me be cursed-she would. So Jacob gets two
goats and she, who had cooked for Isaac all his life, fixed them just the way he liked it.
Medium rare, Montreal seasoning, pinch of garlic, lots of butter. Then she dresses Jacob
in Esau’s suit so he’ll smell like his brother. And she did more. Vs 16 “She also covered
his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins.” Say yuck. Goatskins on his
neck. Vs 17 Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had
made.”

And she watches. She’s the instigator but Jacob, the deceiver, is complicit. His
only objection is based on a possible curse, not that he’s lying and dishonoring his father.
Vs. 18 He went to his father and said, "My father." "Yes, my son," he answered. "Who is
1t?" 19 Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me.
Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your blessing." 20 Isaac
asked his son, "How did you find it so quickly, my son?" "The Lord your God gave me
success," he replied. You deceiver. You lie like a rug. He’s using God’s Name in vain,
not by cursing but by making God a party to his lies. Vs 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob,
"Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or
not." Uh oh. Even though he can’t see, he can still feel. And the fact that he does this
seems to indicate he knows what Jacob is capable of Vs 22 “Jacob went close to his
father Isaac, who touched him and said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands
are the hands of Esau." 23 He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those
of his brother Esau; so he blessed him. 24 "Are you really my son Esau?" he asked. "I
am," he replied.

Esau must have been really hairy. Goat hair is coarse and thick. And it stinks. But
it passed Isaac’s test. And even though the voice is not quite right, how could Jacob be so
hairy? Jacob brings him the vittles, he eats and drinks and Vs 26, Then his father Isaac
said to him, "Come here, my son, and kiss me." 27 So he went to him and kissed him.
When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, "Ah, the smell of
my son is like the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed. 28 May God give you of
heaven's dew and of earth's richness — an abundance of grain and new wine. 29 May
nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the
sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those
who bless you be blessed." How’s that for a blessing? Talk about the goodness of God
running after! His father just passed on to Jacob Abraham’s blessings as well as heaven’s
dew and earth’s richness and abundance. Don’t tell me words aren’t powerful for this
blessing will indeed follow Jacob and his descendants for many generations to come.
Rebekah has her success!

But the story isn’t over, for just as Jacob gets to the kitchen to wash the dishes,
Esau gets back with his venison. And when he fixes it and takes it in, he learns that his
younger brother has robbed him yet again. And he is distraught. He begs his father for
some blessing, something, anything. But there is nothing left. When Isaac realizes what’s



happened, he shakes violently and ends up uttering curses on Esau which were also
fulfilled. Esau’s distress turns to anger and his anger turns to murder. Vs 41 Esau held a
grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself,
"The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob."

Don’t tell me the Bible’s not relevant. This 4000 year old story is current as this
morning. Don’t tell me the Old Testament doesn’t speak to today’s problems. How many
siblings are divided by anger and bitterness? By jealousy and greed. How many families
are split because someone lied or connived or schemed to get the best for themselves.
Some of you have been hurt really bad by your biological siblings. Some by
parents. Some by spiritual siblings. Some of you have hurt your siblings biological or
spiritual. And the pain is very real.

Yes God made a prophecy to Rebekah that the older would serve the younger. But
He didn’t need her help to pull it off. Spurgeon once said, “God would have managed the
whole affair far better without Rebekah’s meddling.” We keep thinking God’s not big
enough, powerful enough, faithful enough to take care of us. And we keep causing
ourselves and everyone else great pain. Parents, don’t be stupid. Treat your children
evenly. With love and favor and with inheritances. Children, don’t deceive your
parents! Honor them! Siblings, biological and spiritual, don’t take advantage of your
brothers and sisters. But things happen so if you have hurt others, apologize. These things
fester for years. Please confess, repent, forgive. That’s how we can help God. The unity
hymn we sung today encourages this very thing.

Where is Jesus in all this? He’s in the corner weeping over it all. And waiting to
bring healing. These are the things that happen when He’s not on the throne. This was
before He came. And even though they still knew better, they didn’t have Jesus’
commands to love one another as He has loved us. We do. They didn’t have the Holy
Spirit. We do! Faithful followers of Jesus, He said, do not scheme and plot and take
advantage of others, but value relationships above position and wealth. We are to treat
each other with love and fairness and honesty. How often we despise our birthright and
blessing as Jesus’ siblings by hurting others. Instead of jockeying for position in our
families or in our church family, or for attention or for power, can we just lay it down and
love each other? Broken relationships hurt God most of all. Where is Jesus? The
wonderful Merciful Savior is hanging on yonder cross dying to bring us healing and
unity. Receive it from Him and give it to others. Let’s learn from Jacob and Seesaw and
let’s ask for His help now while we pray.



