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            Solomon wrote many proverbs.  He would have appreciated one from Russia that 

says, “If you chase two rabbits, both will escape.” But even if he knew it, he probably 

would have ignored it like he did several others that he himself wrote.  Last week we 

talked about his wisdom, today we’ll talk about his stupidity.  Please open your Bibles to 

1 Kings 11.                                                                     

  

            Last Sunday we watched Solomon ascend the throne after which his father David 

soon died.  We believe Solomon became king about 970BC.  This past Wed at Bible 

study we talked about some of the other details the scriptures provide.  You owe it to 

yourself to get the full experience and go back and watch it on Youtube.  We’ll likely do 

the same this week with this message.  

  

            We also saw several weeks ago how David set his son up for success leaving him 

well off financially, militarily, etc.  Solomon was one rich dude.  He asked God for 

wisdom, and got it, along with riches and honor.  In I Kings 10 we get a snapshot of how 

wealthy he was.  He received 25 tons of gold each year not including trade revenue.  All 

the major trade routes went through his country so he charged tolls, fees, and tariffs on it 

all.  His fleet of ships also sailed out of the port city he built called Ezion Geber near the 

modern city of Eilat and brought back cargo from Africa, India and possibly beyond.  

  

Meanwhile Solomon was building.  He built an enormous palace for himself that 

was even bigger than the temple.  It was 150 feet long, 75 feet wide and over 4 stories 

tall. While it took 7 years to build the temple, it took 13 for his own house.  You think 

your contractor took a while.  It was all built of stone and cedar and had so much wood in 

it, it was called the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon.  In his Hall of Justice was his throne 

which was inlaid with ivory and gold and had lions on each end of its six steps.  It must 

have been quite impressive for we’re told, “Nothing like it had ever been made for any 

other kingdom.”  

  

1 Kings 9 tells us he also built up the cities of Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. These 

three cities were important for defense.  Here are some gates Solomon built in 

Hazor.  Virtually identical gates have been found at all 3 cities again verifying what the 

Bible tells us.  Solomon probably used the same architects, plans, and same stone masons 

to build all three.  In some of those cities he kept his horses. He spent some of his gold on 

national defense purchasing 1400 chariots and 12,000 horses from Egypte.  Here are the 

remains of Solomon’s stables at Megiddo that we saw in 2018.  Of course 12,000 horses 

have to eat, so that took some of his gold as well.  

  



            Times were very good in Israel, probably the best ever.  Solomon’s empire 

stretched from Egypt to the Euphrates and his reign was the high water mark for Israel.  I 

Kings 10:21 tells us all his household articles were gold, for as Vs 27 says, “The king 

made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as plentiful as sycamore — fig 

trees in the foothills.”  Good times for sure.         

            

            Solomon built buildings, built wealth, built a reputation, and built his 

kingdom.  He was also a collector.  He collected gold, silver, cedar, and exotic 

animals.  He also collected exotic wives.  Say uh oh.  In 1 Kings 7:8 we learned that he 

built a separate palace for Pharaoh's daughter, whom he had married.  Wait, what? That’s 

Egypt, not Israel.  Why did he marry a foreigner?  To establish peace.  This was often 

done between countries as a peace treaty.  The ultimate prenup.  “If you marry my 

daughter, I won’t invade your country.”  This didn’t normally happen with Egyptian 

princesses, however, which speaks to Solomon’s reputation and perhaps his power as a 

threat.  This woman is believed to be the daughter of Pharaoh Siamun who ruled about 

that time.  He gave Solomon the city of Gezer as a wedding dowry. Not the key to the 

city, the city. That would have been challenging to wrap. At any rate, archaeological 

evidence aligns with all this.  

  

If it only been her it might not have been so bad, but Solomon didn’t stop at 

one.  Please follow along as we read from 1 Kings 11:1.  King Solomon, however, 

loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter — Moabites, Ammonites, 

Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which the Lord had 

told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn 

your hearts after their gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3 He had 

seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him 

astray. 4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart 

was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5 He 

followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the 

Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the 

Lord completely, as David his father had done. 7 On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon 

built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and for Molech 

the detestable god of the Ammonites. 8 He did the same for all his foreign wives, who 

burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods. 9 The Lord became angry with 

Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had 

appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, 

Solomon did not keep the Lord's command.                                 

  

            What a great start and what a horrible finish.  During our series on David, we 

found that it is often easier to handle adversity than success.  Once well off and rich, 

David fell to temptation and his son had the same problem. Both his heavenly and earthly 

fathers set him up for success. All was going great.  And with all that prosperity, 

Solomon self-destructed.  With the help of 1000 women no less.  700 wives and 300 



concubines.  Concubines were not full wives but were around for sexual benefit.  All of 

the 700 were princesses of other kingdoms.  Everyone wanted peace and trade with 

Solomon.  And it not only destroyed him, it destroyed his country as well.  Instead of 

trusting in God for peace, he did it man’s way with marriage treaties.  Ironically, part of 

his judgment was the eventual attacks of other nations destroying his peace and 

protection.  

  

            God created one male and one female as the model for the first marriage.  Each 

person has only enough love to love one spouse in the way a spouse needs to be 

loved.  God knows that.  Otherwise He would have created Adam and many 

Eves.  Whenever we find more than one spouse, we find problems.  Remember Abraham 

and Sarah and Hagar.  Jacob and Leah and Rachel.  David and his 8 wives.  And now 

Solomon and his 1000.  He spent half his time at the justice of the peace just getting 

married!  What about honeymoons?  Did they have to wear nametags?  And synchronize 

their anniversaries to remember them all?  I hope he owned interest in a shoe store and 

that his palace had plenty of closet space.  He probably bought perfume by the tanker 

truck.  We have to wonder which of those wives he wrote his love song, the Song of 

Songs for.  Or did he use the same one for all of them?  Just Xerox it and insert the name. 

He made a mockery of holy matrimony.   

  

            The worst problems, however, were spiritual for all the countries listed  were 

horribly pagan and Solomon married into their royal families.  His wives all worshipped 

different gods and goddesses.  Which for them wasn’t a big deal.  Most, if not all 

worshipped many gods anyway.  Just add Israel’s Yahweh to their playlist.  But for 

Solomon, this could not have been more wrong.  His God’s very first command is, 

“Don’t have any other gods before or besides me.”  

  

            Not only did he tolerate his wives’ idols, he then accepted them and then he 

supported them by building them temples right in the promised land!  The Holy Land! 

Molech was detestable because his worship involved child sacrifice and Solomon built he 

and Chemosh both a temple on the Mt. of Olives right across from Yahweh’s.  The 

Sidonians were from Phoenecia where Jezebel came from.  In one of their cities, the 

remains of over 20,000 sacrificed children have been found. Solomon’s God never 

demanded that.  Instead, he prohibited it.  Yet because Solomon loved all these wives, he 

accepted and worshipped their gods as well.                                                                   

  

How did that happen for such a wise man?  Maybe like this “Dear, come to my 

temple with me today.  You went with her last week.  You don’t really love me.  While 

you’re here, you might as well burn a little incense, say a little prayer.”  And before you 

know it, Solomon is bowing to idols. Lots of them.  Be careful what you let people talk 

you into.  Solomon’s wives turned his heart away from his God.  Although you would 

think his wisdom would have prevented such a train wreck, his lust and pride swung the 

gate open wide.  In his day wisdom was considered to include music, poetry, proverbs, 



and science, but apparently no common sense.  Even though he wrote Prov 4:23 “Above 

all else, guard your heart,” he failed to do so himself.   

  

            Solomon knew better, he just didn’t care enough to do better.  Turn over to 

Deuteronomy 17:16.  In this passage, Moses is looking down about 500 years into the 

future and giving guidelines for Israel’s kings.  He knew there would come a day when 

they would have them.  And this is what he said, “16 The king… must not acquire great 

numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for 

the Lord has told you, "You are not to go back that way again."  Hmmm.  Not lots of 

horses.  What did Solomon have?  Lots of horses.  And there’s a warning about getting 

them from Egypt as well, which he did.  

  

            Vs 17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not 

accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.”  Surely Solomon knew this.  He just 

ignored it.  We can hear him say, “It doesn’t say exactly many wives are too many or 

what a large amount of gold actually is.”  Why can we hear him say that?  Because that’s 

what we say about with God’s laws.  Our case is always different.  We can handle 

it.  Solomon thought he could too.  

  

Vs 18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a 

scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. 19 It is to be 

with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the 

Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees.”  I’ll bet 

neither David nor Solomon ever did this.  They were too busy building kingdoms, 

marrying wives, and piling up gold.                                                   

  

Are we?  Do we take time to read God’s word all the days of our 

lives?  Do we revere the Lord our God and follow carefully all His words?  Or are we too 

busy with our families, our jobs, our finances to worry about God’s words?  Our 

families, jobs and finances are all important and in fact, they can all be of God. But they 

must all be under God.  Many people are putting their families equal to or above God 

today.  We must not turn our hearts away as happened with Solomon.  For the wisest man 

ever, he surely did some stupid things.  Certainly he wrote the book of Ecclesiastes after 

his heart had drifted away in which he’s like a boat with no anchor searching for meaning 

in all worldly pursuits only to find nothing.  No fulfillment. No satisfaction. From a man 

who had every earthly thing.  

  

Deut 7 and many other Scriptures explicitly prohibited the Jews from marrying 

foreigners because they will turn their hearts.  Which is exactly what happened.  It also 

says, the Israelites are to “break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down 

their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire. Why?  For you are a people holy to 

the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face 

of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”  But instead of breaking idols 



down and burning them, Solomon built them up.  How God’s heart must have 

broken.  He had such good plans for him.  And for them.  And for us.  

  

In the New Testament, Paul tells followers of Jesus, 2 Cor 6:14 “Do not be yoked 

together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? 

Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between 

Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What 

agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the 

living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be 

their God, and they will be my people."  We are God’s people!  His chosen people.  Why 

do we compromise time and again by going after lesser gods just like Solomon?  Inviting 

them into our lives and our homes.  and our marriages.  Before we know it, tolerance 

becomes acceptance.  Acceptance becomes support, and support becomes promotion.  Be 

careful what you tolerate in your heart!  There can only be one God there!                      

  

Young people, the person you marry will have an enormous impact on your life 

for good or ill.  He or she will lead you closer to Jesus or further from Him.  I wish I 

could count how many people said they were going to win their fiancés to Jesus.  It 

almost never works that way.  The unbelieving spouse almost always pulls the believer 

away.  I remember hearing a girl tell a guy once, “I’m not going to Hell for you or 

anybody else!” Yes you are to love your spouse, but you are to love God most.  When we 

stand before Him, we’ll each have to answer for ourselves and we won’t be able to do 

what Adam tried, blame his spouse.  You do the right thing regardless!  

  

But it’s not just about marriage and it’s not just for youth.  This passage has a 

cornucopia of lessons for us, too many for this morning, hopefully some more on 

Wednesday.  This is not as much a story about marriage as it is about idolatry.  Each 

human heart has only enough love to worship and serve one God in the way He must be 

worshipped.  All else is spiritual adultery.  Several times God tells us that He is a jealous 

god.  He has a right to be jealous.  His Son died to wed you to Himself.  Jesus’ blood is 

the dowry of the church!  We are not to go whoring after riches or pleasure or 

whatever.  Find your joy and peace in Him!  
 


