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Please open your Bibles today to Genesis 24. We return this morning to our march
through the Bible that we began back in January. We’ve taken a break from it to celebrate
Jesus’ resurrection, to consider the proper use of our tongues, to recognize our nation’s
250" birthday, and more. But today we come back to father Abraham whom we last saw
worshipping God after God graciously spared his son Isaac on Mt. Moriah. We noticed
there the foreshadowing of Jesus’ crucifixion as Abrahm prepared to sacrifice his only
son, whom he loved years before God provided a lamb on the same mountain. All the
Bible is about Jesus as we’ll see again today!

Although we’ve taken a few month’s break from this story, that’s nothing
compared to the gap of maybe 12 or so years between Gen 22 and 23. The Bible doesn’t
give us every detail of Abraham’s 175 year life but highlights those portions God wants
us to learn from. In Gen 23, however, we come to a very tender moment in the life of this
patriarch as his wife Sarah dies. They had been together for many years and celebrated
many anniversaries. Like every married couple, they had their lows and highs, no high
higher than when she bore Isaac to them at 90.

But like all of us will, she has died, and at the age of 127. Even though Abraham
has lived in this land over 60 years, he’s still considered an outsider, like many people
experience here in the valley after they’ve been here even longer. But he has to bury her
so he buys a cave from the Hittites. Say Hittites. Scholars long thought the Bible was
mistaken here and the other 40-some times it referred to the Hittites because they had no
record of their existence outside the Bibe. Until ... archaeologists in the 1880s realized
that the ruins they had earlier found in Turkey belonged to the Hittites. Here are some
photos of the ruins as well as what their capital of Hattusa might have looked like. In
1906 they discovered the royal archives of this huge empire including 1000s of tablets of
history of a people they didn’t even think existed a few years earlier. Here is a map
showing the extent of their empire that lasted about 450 years. You can trust the Bible!

Their influence reached down into what is now Israel for Abraham had to buy a
cemetery plot from them which he did for 400 shekels of silver. That’s about 10 pounds
which would be worth a little less than $10,000 today. The Hittites respected Abraham
whose wealth and influence had grown and they wanted to give it to him, but he insisted
on paying for it. No one could accuse him of stealing or taking advantage of others. Gen
23:19 says, “Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of
Machpelah near Mamre (which is at Hebron) in the land of Canaan.” This is the building
King Herod built over this burial site 2000 years ago. It is very likely the exact tomb not



only of Sarah but later of Abraham as well as their son Isaac and his wife, and their
grandson, Jacob and his wife Leah. It became a family cemetery. I want you to know that
the Bible is a book about real people, from real places, who lived in real time and whose
records are left behind. Unfortunately, Hebron is located in the West Bank and is unsafe
to visit due to the Palestinians.

Also unfortunately, Abraham and Sarah’s son Isaac was still unmarried when his
mom died. And since most marriages were arranged in those days it was now up to
Abraham to find a wife for his boy. To see how he goes about it, if you are able, please
stand as we read Gen 24:1 Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the
Lord had blessed him in every way. 2 He said to the chief servant in his household, the
one in charge of all that he had, "Put your hand under my thigh. 3 I want you to swear by
the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son
from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, 4 but will go to my
country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac." 5 The servant asked him,
"What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land? Shall I then take
your son back to the country you came from?" 6 "Make sure that you do not take my son
back there," Abraham said. 7 "The Lord, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my
father's household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me on oath,
saying, "To your offspring I will give this land' — he will send his angel before you so
that you can get a wife for my son from there. 8 If the woman is unwilling to come back
with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back
there." 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and swore an
oath to him concerning this matter.

Abraham is very concerned about who his son will marry and rightfully so! Every
parent should be very concerned about this because the two will become one flesh, one
heart, one soul, one mind, and one property. After their parents, a person’s spouse usually
has more influence in their life than anyone else. They can be a great blessing or a great
curse. They can lead each other closer to Jesus or further away. Wise parents will begin
praying for the future spouse even before their child is born. If you haven’t yet, get
started. Wayne Watson wrote a great song about it, “Somewhere in the
World.” Abraham never heard it but he was praying all the same. God had great plans
for Abraham’s family and Abraham knew that. He didn’t want the devil to sabotage those
plans with an ungodly spouse. They were living in a very pagan culture. The Hittites and
Canaanites worshipped idols and some even sacrificed their children and did other
horrendous things. [saac was a child of God’s promise and God had created him for so
much more than that. In fact, God had created Isaac to be one of the men through whom
He would send someone to save all humanity from such sinful practices. Abraham didn’t
know the whole plan, but he knew he had to be faithful for his part of it
regardless.



So he attempts to find a godly wife for his son by sending his unnamed servant to
his own relatives. He is very determined NOT to take a wife from the Canaanites and
NOT to allow Isaac to move away. Why not? Because God promised him THIS land!
Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness! He took God at His
Word! He didn’t substitute other land because it might be easier, cheaper, or closer. What
Isaac would do would be up to him, but Abraham was going to do all he could to set up
his son to be faithful. We ought to do the same for our children. By the way, many other
places were suggested for the Jewish people prior to WWII including Uganda, Alaska,
Australia, Argentina, Madagascar and the Soviet Union. But God promised Abraham
THIS land!

Vs 10 Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and left, taking with him all
kinds of good things from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to
the town of Nahor. 11 He had the camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it
was toward evening, the time the women go out to draw water. 12 Then he prayed, "O
Lord, God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and show kindness to my
master Abraham. 13 See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the
townspeople are coming out to draw water. 14 May it be that when I say to a girl, 'Please
let down your jar that I may have a drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels
too' — let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that
you have shown kindness to my master."

So Abraham’s chief servant leaves and goes to Haran about 550 miles away.
When Abraham had moved to Canaan 60 some years earlier, his brother Nahor had
stayed at Haran and had several children, the first two of which he named Uz and Buz.
No lie- look it up. Abraham’s unnamed servant finds his way to the town and as he
approaches, he prays for God’s success. Is it OK to ask God for success in your
endeavors? Absolutely! If they are godly endeavors. Does God care about our day to day
lives? Absolutely! And this man prayed pretty specifically! He didn’t want to waste a lot
of time so he asked God for His clear favor.

VS 15 Before he had finished praying, (how’s that for an answer? We often have
to wait, but sometimes God answers before we even finish asking!) Rebekah came out
with her jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the
wife of Abraham's brother Nahor. 16 The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had
ever lain with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again. 17 The
servant hurried to meet her and said, "Please give me a little water from your jar." 18
"Drink, my lord," she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a
drink. 19 After she had given him a drink, she said, "I'll draw water for your camels too,
until they have finished drinking." 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the
trough, ran back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. 21
Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether or not the Lord had
made his journey successful.”



Say Bingo! Is this not exactly what he asked? God responded and did so with
great clarity. Sometimes His will isn’t nearly as clear, but this was pretty obvious.
Abraham’s brother Nahor has apparently died, but his youngest son, Bethuel was still
living and had at least two children, this daughter named Rebekah and a boy named
Laban. Rebekah was Abraham’s great niece which makes her Isaac’s first cousin once
removed. (How do you get a cousin removed?) Remember there is not yet any law
against marrying relatives and they didn’t need one for the DNA had not yet broken
down to cause problems from this.

Notice Rebekah’s hospitality. Not only did she give him a drink when he asked,
but she offered to draw water for all 10 of his camels as well. A thirsty camel can drink
30 to 40 gallons of water. I don’t know how thirsty these guys were, but Rebekah had
some work to do. That’s 3-400 gallons of water, one bucket a time as she runs. She
couldn’t just turn on the spigot and hook up the hose . This girl probably had some arms
on her and she wasn’t afraid to work! Wells seemed to be the dating apps in those days.
Another woman at the well. Watch out for the water cooler. And she just so happens to
be beautiful to make Hallmark casting happy.

According to the next verses, the servant knows he’s in the right vicinity but
doesn’t know if he’s at the right house, the right well. He doesn’t know for sure whose
daughter she is. Vs. 22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold
nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels.” A beka is about
1/5™ of an ounce. It was a beka for Rebekah. Nose rings are nothing new. As Thad
Hockman used to call them, golden buggers. He gave her some gifts, some
downpayments if you will. At today’s prices, this nose ring would be worth over $800
and her two bracelets would be worth over $16,000! How’s that for an engagement
ring? He makes the rest of us look bad. But.. it just doesn’t seem quite as romantic
proposing by slipping on a nose
ring.

Vs 23 Then he asked, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room in
your father's house for us to spend the night?" 24 She answered him, "I am the daughter
of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore to Nahor." 25 And she added, "We have plenty of
straw and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the night." 26 Then the man bowed
down and worshiped the Lord, 27 saying, "Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for me,
the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my master's relatives."

The servant knows he’s hit paydirt! God has answered his prayers and those of his
master, Abraham. This is Nahor’s granddaughter! And the servant begins to worship God
right on the spot saying, “Praise be to the Lord... who has not abandoned His kindness
and faithfulness.” God did not abandon His kindness and faithfulness nor has He today



nor shall He ever! They are from everlasting to everlasting! God had blessed Abraham all
the days of his life and He was still blessing him. And this servant likely had witnessed a
good bit of it. He was perhaps one of the servants who went with Abraham to Mt.
Moriah years ago. And he has learned to worship from Abraham. “As for me, the Lord
has led me on the journey.” Has God led you on your journey? Has He ever abandoned
His kindness and faithfulness to you? If not, the appropriate response is worship! Why
people miss worship is beyond me. Perhaps they don’t recognize God’s goodness? Or
take it for granted? This servant did not. He worshipped and we should too! Why would
you not gather to worship with other believers each Sunday you are able? We’ll have to
answer that question before God one day.

The story continues as Rebekah takes him home and introduces him to her family.
He tells the whole story of exactly how he prayed and how exactly God answered and
then, Vs 50 Laban (her brother) and Bethuel (her father) answered, "This is from the
Lord; (they recognized the hand of God!) ..we can say nothing to you one way or the
other. 51 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of your master's
son, as the Lord has directed." 52 When Abraham's servant heard what they said, he
bowed down to the ground before the Lord. 53 Then the servant brought out gold and
silver jewelry and articles of clothing and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave costly gifts
to her brother and to her mother. (smart move, get the mother-in-law on board!) 54 Then
he and the men who were with him ate and drank and spent the night there. When they
got up the next morning, he said, "Send me on my way to my master." 55 But her brother
and her mother replied, "Let the girl remain with us ten days or so; then you may go." 56
But he said to them, "Do not detain me, now that the Lord has granted success to my
journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my master." 57 Then they said, "Let's call
the girl and ask her about it." 58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, "Will you go with
this man?"

Although it was an arranged marriage, the final choice was ultimately up to
Rebekah. She could accept this proposal and become part of God’s great eternal plan or
she could refuse and fade into nothingness. What did she do? Vs 58b "I will go," she said.
She said yes to the dress! Praise God she decided to accept! For as a result, she was
greatly blessed. She became the great, great grandmother of the Messiah. She became a
matriarch of the Jewish people and today she is enjoying the splendors of heaven
awaiting our arrival. Sadly, this servant couldn’t call up Isaac with the answer but had to
bring her back home. Vs 67 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he
married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted
after his mother's death. What a great story, what a great Hallmark movie. A story that
started in mourning ends in joy. Death turned to life. As God’s long-range plan for a
Savior takes another generational step forward.

Now although this passage is about Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah and the servant, it
foreshadows a love much greater that came 1900 years later. I told you earlier the Bible is



all about Jesus, for the unnamed servant represents the Holy Spirit, sent by God the
Father to find a bride for His only Son Jesus. Who is that bride? The church! The Spirit
brings rich gifts from the Father if we are willing to receive them. But that is up to us. We
can be a part of God’s eternal plan or refuse and fade into nothingness, actually worse.
Rebekah’s decision comes to you this morning. After the sacrifice of His only Son on Mt.
Moriah, i.e. Mt. Calvary, God sent His servant, the Holy Spirit, to deliver His invitation
to you. He carries with Him rich gifts, spiritual gifts as well as the blessings of being
Jesus’ bride. He wants to clothe us and get us ready to meet our waiting fiancé in heaven.
To sanctify us so we are ready for the wedding. But the choice is ours. We can accept or
refuse. We can be a part of what God is doing and enjoy His amazing Kingdom as well as
His inheritance or we can refuse. Which will it be? Like this story, please don’t put it

off. Don’t drag it out. The offer will expire!

But none of us are Christ’s bride alone. We are a part, a member, of the entire
bride, the church. Which means we have to be connected relationally and physically with
others. We need to remain true and faithful to our Groom as we make our way toward
Him. If you are saved, you’re already on the journey to see Him and one day we shall see
Him face to face! But in the meantime, we need to be true and faithful. Not turning
aside to other lovers of this world who woo us with their riches and pleasures. Who seek
to divert us from our one true love. Do not settle for some pagan lover who will lead you
away from Jesus. Church, may we stay true to our fiancé individually and together as His
bride, for the best is yet to come!

So how about you? Will you receive your own beka from the Lord? Will you
accept His proposal and become part of Christ’s Bride? If you haven’t do that while we
pray and if you have thank Him for this high privilege and ask Him to keep you faithful
and true and to prepare you to meet your Groom.



